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LATE  HEWS 

The  first  official  report  on  Egypt *s  l$kB  cotton  crop  placed  the 
acreage  at  1,1493*000  acres  compared  vri.th  first  and  final  estimates  of 
1,302,000  acres  for  19^7  •    ^he  increase  over  last  year  is  slightly  less 
than  15  percent* 

Private  sources  indicate  Pakistan  cotton  sales  to  the  U.S,SeR.  from 
the  I9Z1.7-Z4.8  crop  total  150,000  bales  (125,000  equivalent  bales  of  500 
pounds  gross).    Pakistan  is  reported  to  have  purchased  from  the  U.S.S.R. 
5,000,000  yards  of  cloth  and  unspecified  quantities  of  yarn. 

A  19U8  cotton  crop  of  620,000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross)  is  still 
expected  in  Mexico  with  Government  assurances  that  about  300,000  bales 
may  be  exported.  The  expected  crop  of  229,000  bales  in  the  Matamoros 
District  is  more  than  double  the  19^4-7  crop  and  is  the  largest  for  any 
single  cotton  district  this  year. 
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WORLD  .PEANUT  PRODUCTION  REACHES  HEW  HIGH  if 

World  peanut  production  for.J.91+7  is  now  estimated  at  10.2  million 
short  tons  "by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  According 
to  available  information,  this  appears  to  he  a  record  crop,  represent- 
ing an  increase  of  k  percent  over  the  I9I+6  outturn  of  9.8  million  tons 
and  7  percent  over  the  1935-39  average  of  9,5  million.    The  greatest  ex- 
pansion occurred  in  the  United  States,  where  the  crop  was  10  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  83  percent  above  the  prewar  average,  and  in 
French  West  Africa  where  the  increase  over  the  19^6  crop  was  1^  percent. 
However,  French  West  African  peanut  production  decreased  drastically 
during  the  war  years,  and  despite  the  upward  trend  since  19 V+,  it  was  still 
about  27  percent  less  than  average. 

NORTH  AMERICA: 

North  American  production  totaled  1,21^,000  tons  compared  with 
1,112,000  in  19*1-6  and  only  6*1-0,000  prewar.    The  United  States  accounted 
for  93  percent  of  this  total  with  an  output  of  1,126,000  tons,  the  largest 
crop  on  record.    Contrary  to  early  expectations,  the  harvested  acreage 
attained  a  near  record  of  3,389,000  acres,  being  exceeded  only  by  the 
3,lj-92,000  acres  of  19*1-3.    This  is  the  sixth  consecutive  year  that  produc- 
tion has  exceeded  a  million  tons. 

Mexican  peanut  output  for  19*1-7  is  placed  at  50,000  tons,  the  same  as 
for  1946  and  four  times  the  1935-39  average.    The  states  in  the  central 
plateau  contributed  about  57  percent  and  Sinaloa  and  Nayarit  together  22 
percent  of  the  production  of  peanuts,  which  are  grown  to  some  extent  in  every 
geographical  region  of  the  country. 

Cuba  harvested  23,500  tons  of  peanuts  compared  with  29,000  in  19*1-6. 
Plantings  in  19*1-7  might  have  been  larger  than  they  actually  were  but  for 
the  expectation,  at  planting  time,  that  oils  could  be  obtained  cheaply  from 
the  United  States.    Soybean  oil  was  abundant  in  United  States  markets  and 
relatively  cheap  until  after  the  September  price  increases.  Growing 
conditions  in  Cuba  were  favorable  in  areas  which  escaped  rain  damage.  Losses 
from  excessive  rainfall  in  Las  Villas  Province  reduced  the  harvest. 

The  Dominican  Republic  produced  9,000  tons  of  peanuts  the  past  year, 
the  second  largest  crop  on  record,  being  exceeded  only  by  the  10,000-ton  har- 
vest of  19^5.    The  small  yield  for  I9U7  (kl3  pounds  per  acre  compared  with  615 
in  19^6)  was  due  to  drought  conditions  during  the  summer  and  early  fall  in 
the  important  peanut  growing  regions. 

ASIA: 

Asiatic  countries  produced  a  total  of  7,07^,000  tons  of  peanuts  in 
19*1-7,  a  k  percent  increase  over  the  previous  year  and  a  slight  (less  than 
1  percent)  increase  over  the  prewar  average.    India1 s  harvest  in  unofficially 


l/  A  more  extensive  statement  may  be  obtained  from  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations. 
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estimated  at  k, 000, 000  tons  from  10, 000 ; 000  acres.    Plantings  in  Madras 
Province,  which  normally  accounts  for  over  ho  percent  of  the  total  acreage, 
were  very  heavy  due  to  attractive  prices.    However,  the  crop  was  affected  by 
pests  in  the  early  stages  and  by  the  lack  of  moisture  in  the  later  stages. 

China,  the  world's  second  largest  producer,  harvested  2,M*8,000  tons  of 
peanuts  from  3,215,000  acres  in  I9U7,  compared  with  2,U25,000  tons  in  19^6 
and  the  1931-37  average  of  3,020,000  tons.    In  Shantung  and  Hopeh,  the  major 
producing  provinces,  marketing  conditions  are  poor  due  to  military  activities. 

Peanut  production  in  the  Netherlands  Indies  showed  considerable  recovery 
in  19^7  after  the  drop  in  output"  during  the  previous  few  years.    A  harvest 
of  216,000  tons  was  obtained  compared  with  the.  prewar  average  of  289,000. 

Burma's  production  of  171,000  tons  represents  an  increase  of  56  percent 
over  the  19^6  crop.    Since  the  output  is  still  considerably  below  prewar, 
it  is  expected  that  Burma  will  continue  to  need  substantial  imports  of  vege- 
table oils. 

AFRICA: 

African  peanut  production  in  I9U7  is  estimated  at  1,665,000  tons,  a 
total  slightly  larger  than  in  I9U6  and  almost  equal  to  the  1935-39  average. 
The  outturn  of  French  West  Africa  is  placed  at  638,000  tons  compared  with 
559,000  in  I9U6T"  This  crop  was  apparently  the  largest  since  before  the  war, 
at  which  time  French  West  Africa  ranked  third  among  the  peanut  producing 
countries  of  the  world  and  second  as  an  exporter. 

-    The  191*7  crop  in  Nigeria  is  placed  at  560,000  tons  from  2,500,000  acres, 
a  decrease  of  almost  10  percent  from  the  19^6  outturn  of  6l6,000  tons. 
Exceptionally  dry  weather  in  some  provinces  reduced  the  size  of  the  crop. 
Storage  space  at  Kano  was  taxed  throughout  the  season;  92,000  tons  of  the 
19^6-^7  harvest  still  awaited  shipment  when  the  new  crop  began  to  arrive. 
This  delay  was  due  to  a  lack  of  equipment  on  the  Nigerian  railway. 

In  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  peanut  production,  for  the  third  successive 
year,  more  than  doubled  the  output  of  the  previous  year.    From  the  32, 000- ton 
harvest,  approximately  13,500  tons  were  crushed  for  oil.    The  entire  crop  is 
normally  consumed  locally. 

Although  official  production  figures  for  the  Belgian  Congo  are  not 
available,  the  area  is  estimated  at  5^6,000  acre's,  or  more  than  double  that 
devoted  to  peanuts  in  prewar  years. 

Tanganyika  produced  11,000  tons  of  peanuts  the  past  year.    The  British 
East  African  peanut  project  to  cultivate  some  3,250,000  acres  was  -started 
in  the  Central  Province  at  Kongwa.    The  plan,  however,  has  not  materialized 
as  rapidly  as  had  been  anticipated  because  of  the  many  unforseen  difficulties 
that  have  been  encountered. 

It  had  been  hoped  that  150,000  acres  would  be  planted  by  the  end  of 
19^7,  but  only  10,000  were  actually  seeded.    It  is  encouraging  to  note, 
however,  that  the  average  yield  of  shelled  nuts  was  900  pounds  per  acre, 
although  some  of  the  soil  was  of  low  fertility.    On  the  most  fertile  plots 
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the  yield  was  over  1,500  pounds.    These  results  were  gratifying  as  the 
estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  project  were  based  on  an  average  yield  per  acre 
of  750  pounds.    It  is  evident  now  that  the  scheme  will  take  much  longer  and 
cost  much  more  than  originally  anticipated.    In  the  face  of  all  obstacles, 
however,  it  is  progressing  slowly,  and  in  time  may  contribute  materially  to 
the  world  food  supplies. 

SOUTH  AMERICA: 

South  American  peanut  production  dropped  to  189,000  tons  in  19^7,  the 
smallest  since  19^3  but  kf  percent  larger  than  the  prewar  average.  Argentina, 
the  largest  producer,  accounted  for  the  decrease  with  a  crop  of  118,000  tons 
or  23  percent  less  than  in  19^6. 

Brazil  harvested  55,000  tons  compared  with  only  3^,000  the  previous 
year  and  1U,000  prewar.    Sao  Paulo,  the  principal  producing  state,  account- 
ed for  practically  all  of  the  19^7  increase.    The  sharp  upswing  in  peanut 
acreage  is  attributed  to  a  shift  from  cotton  planting  following  three 
consecutive  years  of  below  average  cotton  yields.    Crushers  and  Government 
agencies  have  been  actively  encouraging  farmers  to  increase  peanut  acreage 
for  the  past  two  seasons. 

Uruguay's  19^7  crop  was  k,Q0Q  tons  from  21,000  acres.    Most  of  the 
peanuts  are  grown  in  Rivera,  Tacuarembo,  and  Salto. 

19^8  PROSPECTS: 

It  seems  probable  that  the  19^8  world  peanut  production  will  approach 
the  high  of  19^-7  despite  the  outlook  for  decreases  in  several  countries. 
The  July  1  crop  report  indicates  that  the  United  States  will  harvest  about 
3,250,000  acres  for  nuts  compared  with  the  19^7  harvested  acreage  of 
3,389,000.    If  this  acreage  materializes  and  the  I$k2-k6  average  yields 
are  realized,  the  ighQ  production  would  be  over  1,000,000  tons,  or  about  7 
percent  less  than  the  194  7  output. 

Current  high  cost  of  producing  peanuts  and  peanut  oil  in  Cuba,  coupled 
with  the  fear  of  declining  prices  for  soybean  oil  in  the  United  States 
market  is  likely  to  discourage  expansion  of  peanut  acreage  in  19^8.  Major 
peanut  crushers  plan,  however,  to  distribute  seed  and  to  make  contracts  for 
peanuts  on  nearly  the  same  scale  as  in  19^7,  which  should  again  (as  in  19^7) 
result  in  an  output  of  about  5,500  tons  of  oil. 

The  Dominican  Republic  expects  to  produce  approximately  9,900  tons  of 
peanuts  this  year  should    favorable  growing  conditions  prevail.    This  would 
exceed  the  194  7  crop  and  approach  the  10,000-ton  record  of  19^5. 

It  appears  doubtful  that  there  will  be.any  appreciable  increase  in 
Indian  peanut  production,  despite  the  fact  that  India  is  not  yet  able  to 
provide  sufficient  fats  and  oils  for  domestic  requirements.    Better  methods 
of  cultivation  and  more  fertilizer  are  among  the  greatest  needs  for  increased 
output. 

Prospects  for  any  increase  in  China ' s  output  are  likewise  poor.  The 
present  outlook  for  the  once  very  flourishing  peanut  trade  is  not  very 
promising  in  view  of  the  political  instability  in  all  major  producing  regions. 

(Text  continued  on  Page  75;  table  follows) 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

HENEQUEN  PRODUCTION 
INCREASES  IN  CUBA 

Henequen  fiber  production  in  Cuba  in  19^8  may  slightly  exceed  the  19^6 
output  of  more  than  30.5  million  pounds.    If  conditions  remain  favorable 
through  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  a  crop  of  about  31  million  pounds,  or 
approximately  8  percent  more  than  the  19^7  crop  of  28.7  million  pounds,  is 
expected. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  19^8,  an  estimated  total  of  6.1  million 
pounds  was  produced,  compared  with  nearly  5.1  million  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  19^7.    Some  of  this  increase  is  the  result  of  the  operation  of  at 
least  3  more  plantations  this  year.    Output  in  19^7  gradually  increased  to 
nearly  9*9  million  pounds  in  the  last  quarter. 

Growing  conditions  in  the  early  part  of  19^8  were  favorable  in  Orients 
and  Camaguey  Provinces.    Lack  of  rain  in  Matanzas  Province  apparently  had 
only  a  slight  effect  on  production  before  the  April  rains  relieved  the 
drought . 

New  plantings  of  about  2,700  acres  may  be  expected  this  year  to  replace 
over-age  fields  that  will  go  out  of  production,  but  the  total  acreage  will 
increase  very  little,  if  any.    Henequen  plants  usually  cease  profitable 
production  when  approximately  Ih  years  old,  and  plantations  are  planned  so 
that  constant  replanting  will  keep  the  producing  acreage  fairly  constant. 

Cuba's  exports  of  henequen  fiber  increased  to  9.*+  million  pounds  in 
19^7  after  almost  2  years  of  complete  curtailment  in  favor  of  domestic  rope 
and  cordage  manufacturers.    A  preliminary  figure  of  3.8  million  pounds  was 
reported  for  the  first  quarter  of  I9I+8. 

Exports  of  henequen  and  henequen  products  totalled  17. 3  million  pounds 
in  I9I+7.    Of  this  total,  10. k  million  pounds  were  fiber,  U.3  million  were 
twine  and  cord,  and  2.5  million  were  rope.    The  peak  year  for  henequen  ex- 
ports was  19^5  when  20.2  million  pounds  were  shipped  to  about  20  different 
countries,  practically  all  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.    Only  63,000  pounds  of 
this  were  fiber,  and  U00,000  pounds  were  twine  and  cord.    Rope  accounted 
for  19.8  million  pounds,  or  98  percent  of  all  henequen  exports  in  19^5.  The 
United  States  is  usually  the  principal  market  for  Cuban  henequen,  but  France 
has  gained  an  important  place  in  the  postwar  market  by  accounting  for  3.3 
million  pounds  of  twine  in  19^6  and  3.6  million  in  I9U7  and  also  a  small 
amount  -of  rope  each  year. 

The  price  of  henequen  continued  to  rise  throughout  I9U7.    At  the  end 
of  March  19^3  fiber  prices  were  quoted  at  16.8  cents  per  pound  for  Grade 
"A",  c.i.f .  New  York,  with  one-eighth  cent  less  for  each  lower  grade. 
Quotations  to  European  and  South  American  countries  were  based  on  a  price 
of  16  cents  per  pound  for  grade  "A",  f.a.s.  Havana.    Prices  to  Cuban  cordage 
manufacturers  were  governed  by  the  New  York  market  and  were  based  on  a  price 
of  about  15  cents  per  pound,  delivered  at  the  plant. 
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Rope  and  twine  prices  followed  in  general  the  same  trend  as  fiber 
prices  in  19^7.    Wholesale  list  prices  of  rope  and  twine  remained  steady 
through  the  first  quarter  of  19^8  at  about  27.6  cents  per  pound  for  rope, 
32.5  cents  for  two-ply  twine  and  26.1  cents  for  one- ply  twine,  with 
discounts  averaging  about  k  cents  per  pound.    At  the  end  of  the  quarter, 
current  exports  quotations,  f.a.s.  Havana,  were  $21.25  to  $21*. 25  P©*"  100 
pounds  net,  for  rope;  $20.25  for  wrapping  and  baling  twine,  300  feet  to 
the  pound,  one  or  more  plies;  $20,27  for  wrapping  twine,  kOO  feet  to  the 
pound,  one  or  more  plies;  and  $21.25  for  binder  twine,  500  feet  to  the 
pound . 

Domestic  consumption  of  henequen  rope  and  twine  in  Cuba  in  recent 
years  has  been  from  11  to  Ik  million  pounds  each  year.  Less  than  11.5 
million  pounds  .were  reported  as  domestic  purchases  in  19^7*  Stocks  at 
the  end  of  19^-7,  including  those  in  hands  of  producers,  were  estimated 
at  approximately  7.9  million  pounds  of  fiber  and  2.5  million  pounds  of 
cordage . 

FIBER  PRODUCTION  LAGS 
IN  DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC 

Sisal  production  in  the  Dominican  Republic  in  19^7  was  estimated  at 
about  200,000  pounds,  or  only  a  small  part  of  the  estimated  12  to  15 
million  pounds  of  fiber  necessary  to  supply  domestic  bag  requirements. 
There  is  no  scarcity  of  imported  jute  bags,  and  domestic  si3al  has  not 
been  produced  at  a  price  and  quality  which  can  successfully  compete  with 
the  price  of  imported  bags.    Experimental  plantings  of  sisal  made  in 
Colonia  Angelita  by  the  Dominican  Department  of  Agriculture  early  in  19^2 
have  been  abandoned,  but  about  U5,000  or  50,000  pounds  of  fiber  are 
expected  in  1948  from  these  and  scattered  plantings,  mainly  in  the  Cibao 
Valley . 

Approximately  80,000  pounds  of  domestic  sisal  was  consumed  by 
household  fiber  industries  in  19^7,  and  the  remainder  of  the  crop  was 
manufactured  into  ropes  and  bags.    A  government -owned  bag  and  cordage 
factory  expected  to  import  about  1,200,000  pounds  of  sisal  from  a  neigh- 
boring country  during  1948  and  purchase  about  4,000  pounds  per  month 
of  domestic  fiber.    It  will  turn  out  bags  for  cacap^  rice  and  other 
agricultural  products,  and  also  small  quantities  of '  rope  and  . twine. 

The  sugar  industry  is  the  principal  user  of  jute  bags,  taking 
approximately  75  percent  of  the  total.    About  15  percent  are  used  for  cacao 
and  coffee,  and  the  remainder  for  rice,  corn,  salt  and  other  agricultural 
commodities.    Nearly  6,700,000  jute  bags  were  imported  in  1946  and 
2,900,000  in  the  first  5  months  of  1947. 


(Continued  on  Page  72) 


68 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  57,  No.  4 


FATS  AND  OILS 

NETHERLANDS  INDIES  COPRA 
EXPORTS  INCREASE  IN  JUNE 

The  Netherlands  Indies  June  copra  exports  amounted  to  26;691  long  tons, 
bringing  the  total  to  103,537  in  the  first  6  months  of  1948.    This  is  a 
marked  gain  over  thp  same  period  of  last  year  and  only  31  percent  less  than 
the  total  for  1947. 

NETHERLANDS  INDIES:    Copra  exports,  June  1948  with  comparisons 

(Long  tons) 


:  .  ■  Copra  distribution  

Country  :    Average      :  '     .      y      :  Jan-May  :  June  

 :    1935-39      :      ^  '  -'  :  1948  a/~7~i947  a/:  1948  a/ 


Mexico  s  12,6lk  :  --  :  :      —      :  -- 

United  States  :  3,909  :  1,546  :       --  :    1,546  : 

Czechoslovakia  :  4,896  :  5,000  1  :     —  s 

Denmark  :  72,375  :  7,999  :       —  :    —  : 

France  :  12,748  :  4,000  :    2,000  :      —  : 

Bi-Zonal  Germany  :  6k, 67k  :  :  2,000 

Italy  :  23,103  :  :       —  :    —      :  — 

Netherlands  :  133,841  :  114,157  :  67,846  ;  13,515  :  24,691 

Norway  . ..  :  31,810  :  5,469  :  >     --  : 

Sweden  :  6,886  :  3,200  :    5,000  :      —  : 

Switzerland  :  17  :  2,082  t    2,000  :      —  : 

Lebanon  :  --  1,525  :  :      —  : 

Singapore  :  107,285  :  : 

Union  of  South  Africa.:  --  :  5,249  :  --;--: 

Others  :  33,227  :   :_    --  :      —      :  -- 

Total  :  5077555  :  150,227  :  7oT^46  :  15T°"6l  :  26, 691 


a/  Subject  to  revision,  b/  Does  not  include  unrecorded  shipments  to  Singapore 
Gopra  Board,  Batavia 

January-June  copra  production  is  estimated  at  127,400  tons;  the  July 
production  forecast  is  27,000.    Stocks  at  the  end  of  June  were  26,180  tons 
and  deliveries  to  crushers  during  the  month  4,282. 

On  July  1,  1948,  the  Copra  Board  increased  prices  to  45  gulden  per 
100  kilograms  ($172.50  per  long  ton)  for  sundried,  43  ($164.80)  for  mixed, 
and  40  ($153.00)  for  inferior  grade. 
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NICARAGUA  HARVESTS 
RECORD  SESAME  CROP 

Nicaragua  harvested  a  record  sesame-seed  crop  in  19^7  •    Final  estimates 
indicate  that  over  12,000  short  tons  were  produced  from  55? 000  acres.  Pre- 
liminary estimates  had  placed  the  outturn  at  15,000  tons.    However,  excessive 
rains  in  some  areas  during  November  and  insect  damage  in  other  areas  adversely 
affected  the  plants.    The  yield  per  acre  was  about  k^Q  pounds  compared  with  590 
the  previous  year.    The  19^6  crop  amounted  to~bnly  5,800  tons  and  the  19^5 
crop,  4,800. 

Sesame  is  the  only  oilseed  of  commercial  importance  in  Nicaragua.  Pro- 
duction is  concentrated  in  the  Pacific  coastal  area,  principally  in  the  de- 
partments of  Leon,  Chinandega,  Granada,  and  Managua.    Because  of  the  favorable 
terrain  and  climatic  conditions  in  these  regions,  as  well  as  consistently  high 
world  prices  obtained  for  this  product  during  recent  years,  the  acreage  de- 
voted to  sesame  has  shown  a  steady  and  rapid  growth  since  it's  introduction 
into  the  country.    Virtually  unknown  in  Nicaragua  10  years  ago,  sesame  today 
occupies  a  position  second  only  to  coffee  as  an  agricultural  export  commodity. 

Local  consumption  of  sesame  seed  is  estimated  at  approximately  500  tons, 
fluctuating  from  year  to  year  according  to  the  price  relationship  of  sesame 
oil  to  lard  and  other  vegetable  oils. 

There  are  only  two  mills  with  equipment  capable  of  refining  sesame  oil 
for  human  consumption.    About  6  other  small  pressing  establishments  sell  crude 
oil >for  soap  manufacture  or  for  pharmaceutical  purposes.    The  capacity  of 
these  mills  is  considerably  greater  than  the  amount  of  oil  now  being  produced. 
Mill  owners  state,  however,  that  they  are  unable  to  produce  the  oil  cheaply 
enough  to  export  it  profitably,  and  that  the  present  high  price  for  sesame 
seed  also  precludes  their  competing  to  any  great  degree  against  lard  in  the 
local  market. 

Sesame- seed  exports  have  shown  a  steady  and  rapid  increase  since  the  first 
shipments  in  1939.    Practically  all  of  the  seed  available  for  export  from  the 
19^7  harvest  has  already  been  shipped. 

Prices  for  sesame  seed  for  export,  f.o.b.,  Corinto,  have  shown  considerable 
fluctuation  during  recent  months,  with  sales  being  reported  as  high  as 
$16.00  (U.  S. )  per  100  pounds  and  as  low  as  $12.50.    Most  of  the  seed  shipped 
has  been  sold  at  $13.00  to  $13.50. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  important  position  of 
sesame  in  Nicaragua  will  be  maintained  in  future  years.    Unless  there  is  a 
marked  decline  in  world  prices,  cultivation  of  this  crop  may  be  expected  to 
continue  on  a  large  scale.    Only  a  small  percentage  of  sesame  plantings  have 
been  on  new  land,  however.'  In  most  cases  expansion  has  resulted  in  a  re- 
duction of  acreage  devoted  to  other  crops,  particularly  cotton. 
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LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

BRED  SOWS  IN  SWEDEN 
CONSIDERABLY  BELOW  PREWAR 

Bred  sow  numbers  in  Sweden  in  1947  averaged  69  percent  of  prewar,  "but 
the  numbers  for  the  first  5  months  of  1947  and  1948  indicate  that  bred 
sows  were  ahout  65  percent  for  the  comparable  prewar  period.  Curtailment 
in  numbers  of  little  pigs  and  feed  shortage  held  pork  production  in  1947 
to  near  the  1946  level  notwithstanding  an  increase  in  "breeding.    If  crop 
conditions  improve  and  import  feeds  become  available,  an  upward  trend  in 
hog  numbers  may  be  expected  next  year.    Present  information  indicates  an 
increase  of  a  few  thousand  tons  in  pork  production  for  1948. 

SWEDEN:    Number  of  sows  "bred,  January-May  1948, 

with  comparisons 


Month 

.  1939 

1946 

!  1947 

:  1948 

Number 

:  Number 

:  Number 

:  Number 

January  ; 

:  24,863 

:  16,626 

!  16,275 

:  17,109 

February 

:     23,638  : 

12,068  : 

:  12,6l6 

:  14,815 

March 

26,084 

:  12,918 

:  16,376 

;  16,666 

April                       •  ; 

28,814 

: .  16,289 

:  21,575 

:  18,136 

May 

.  28,849 

:      17,760  : 

:  19,584 

:  19,378 

June 

:     22,938  . 

15,222 

:  17,609 

July  : 

;  22,108 

:      11,734  : 

:  13,889 

August  : 

20,629 

:  10,347 

:  11,052 

September 

20,415 

:  10,823 

:  11,715 

October  : 

21,496  - 

14,445 

:  14,481 

November  : 

:  21,713 

:      20,041  : 

18,611 

December  : 

21,155 

:      19,993  : 

:  21,339 

January -December  : 

282,702 

178,266  : 

195,122  : 

January -May 

132,248  i 

75,661  : 

86,426  : 

86,104 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONTRACTS  BUTTER  AND 
CHEESE  EXPORTS  THROUGH  MID- 1955 

New  Zealand  marketing  officials  announced  in  Parliament,  July  15,  the 
conclusion  of  an  agreement  to  sell  exportable  surplus  of  New  Zealand 
butter  and  cheese  to  Great  Britain  through  July  31,  1955.    Prices  are  sub- 
ject to  annual  review,  permitting  a  maximum  of  7.5  percent  increase  or 
decrease  from  previous  years.    For  the  1948-49  season,  the  agreed  price  is 
34  cents  per  pound  for  butter.    The.  quantity  supplied  under  the  agreement 
is  subject  to  annual  review  and  provision  has  been  made  to  permit  exports 
to  other  countries,  when  necessary  for  procurement  of  essential  commodities. 
For  the  1948-49  season,  97  percent  of  the  exportable  surplus  calculated 
on  a  butter-fat  "basis  is  to  be  supplied  under  the  agreement. 
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AUSTRALIA  CONCLUDES 
SUCCESSFUL  WOOL  SEASON 

Receipts  of  wool  in  Australian  marketing  channels  totaled  949  million 
pounds  for  the  12  months  ending  June  30,  I9/+8,  of  which  912  million  pounds 
were  from  the  1 947 -48  clip.    Disposals  for  the  season  totaled  95§  million 
pounds  and  wool  stocks  at  the  end  of  June  were  I4.05  million  pounds. 

Total  exports  of  wool  for  the  11  months  ending  with  May  reached  799 
million  pounds  greasy  wool  and  199  million  pounds  scoured  and-  other*  Of 
these  quantities-,  II4  and  10.5  million  pounds,  respectively,  were  shipped  to 
the  United  States.    The  average  price  per  pound  for  June  and  for  the  12  ' 
months  ending  with  June  was  56  cents  and  53  cents  per  pound,  respectively, 
for  greasy  wool,  and  81  cents  and  71  cents  per  pound,  respectively,  for 
scoured  wool.    Total  proceeds  from  the  1947-:43  auctions  were'  1)99  'million 
dollars. 

Throughout  June,  prices  continued  firm  for  all  good  quality  wools,  but' 
were  irregular  for  faulty  descriptions,    Yorkshire  and  continental  bidding 
was  sustained  throughout  June  while  the 'United  States  purchased  substantial 
quantities  at  closing  sales  at  Brisbane.    Australians  bought  heavily  in 
June  because  of  the  withdrawal  June  31  of  the  Commonwealth  subsidy  on  raw 
wool  for  consumption  and  manufactures. 

The  1 948-49  Australian  wool  clip  is  estimated  at  957  million  pounds,  to 
which  must  be  addVd "'70"  to  SO  miTITon'~pounds  of  pulled  wool/  bringing  the 
total  output  for  the  coming  season  to  1,030  to  1,0L|.0  million  pounds.  This 
compares  with  a  total  output  for  the  1 9!  (7-48  season  of  990  million  pounds. 
Because  of  a  promising  season,  the  clip  will  be  better  grown  and  bulkier  than 
usual  but  will  likely  contain  more  vegetable  matter.    Auction's '  'commence  in 
Sydney  on  August  I3,  but  not  more  than  439  million  pounds  will  be  averaged 
in  Australia  during  the  first  half  of  the  season.    In  June,  reserve  prices 
for  1948-149  have  been  increased  about  20  percent  above  the' levels  of  the 
1947 "48  season* 

URUGUAY  C0UTIITOE3  SUBSIDY-  OIT  MEATS  • 
PURCHASED  BY  PEOPLE  OF  LOW  INCOME 


The  Government  of  Uruguay  recently  issued  a  decree  prolonging  for-  1  year 
the  subsidy  on  meat  and  fish  sold  in  the  municipal  market  to  the  people  of 
low  Income  in  Montevideo..  Beof  is  sold  in  kilo  packages  (2.2  pounds)  at 
fixed  prices  ranging  from  around  15  to  ^0  centesimos  (4*5  "  l4«9  cents  per 
pound),  depending  upon  the  cut  and  grade.    The  subsidy  for  beef  has  been 
fixed  at  I4.72  pesos  per  hundred  kilograms  (_$4»40  per  100  pounds).  Such 
amount  will  be  paid  to  the  municipality  of  Montevideo  up  to  one  million  pesos 
($658,830)  on  about  6,800  tons  (14,991,000  pounds)  per  year,  chargeable  to 
the  "Fondo  Beneficios  de  Cambio"  (Exchange  Profits  Fund). 
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COTTON-PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  foreign  markets, 
converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange: 

COTTON:    Spot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  and  the  U.S. 

gulf -port  average 


Market  location 
kind,  and  quality- 


Date 
19i+8 


Unit  of 
weight 


Unit  of 
currency 


Price  in 

foreign 

currency 


Equivalent 
UoS.  cents 
per  pound 


Alexandria 

Ashmouni,  Good. ...... 

Ashmouni,  F.G.F...... 

Karnak,  Good. . 

Karnak,  F.C.F. ...... . 

Bombay 

Jarila ,  Fine ••••••••• 

Broach,  Fine......... 

Kampala,  East  African 
Karachi 

I4F  Punjab,  S.G.Fine.. 

289F  Sind,  S.G.,Fine. 

289F  Punjab,  S.G.,Fine 
Buenos  Aires 

Type  B...... •  •  •  • 

Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  5» 

Pima,  Type  1.... 
Recife 

Mata,  Type  1+.... 

Sertao,  Type  U.* 
Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5 
Torreon 

Middling, 15/l6".. 
Hous t  on-Galve  st  on-New 
"  Orleans  av.  Mid.  15/16" 


7-22 
11 
11 
it 

7-21 
11 


7-22 
it 

11 


7-21 
it 

7-22 
ti 


Kant a r 

99.05  lbs, 
ti 


11 
11 

Candy 

7Qh  lbs, 
it 

n 

Maund 

82.28  lbs. 
ti 

u 

Metric  ton 

220^.6  lbs, 

Sp.  quintal 

101.1+  lbs. 
tt 

Arroba 

53,07  lbs. 
11 


Sp.  quintal 
101,14  lbs. 

pound 


Tallari 
» 

ti 

it 


Rupee 
it 


tt 
tt 
tt 

Peso 
Sol 


Cruzeiro 
tt 


Peso 
Cent 


77.00 
63.00 
110,00 
97.00 

660.00 
820.00 
(not 


64.25 
56.74 
91.78 

80.94 

25.40 

31.55 

available ) 


:  84.00 
:        95.00  ! 
:      111.00  : 

t  30.80 
34.83 
:  40.70 

t 1/3160. 00  ! 

:  42.68 

:      231.00  ! 
:      295.00  ! 

'<  35.04 
:  44.75 

:      170.00  s 
:      180.00  : 

27.97 
29.61 

:      188.00  ! 

'  30.93 

:      154.00  J 

2/ 

:  XXXXKX  ; 

33.08 

Quotations  of  foreign  markets  reported  by  cable.  U>  S«  quotations  from  designated 
spot  markets. 

1/    Nominal.    2/    Official  exchange  rate  temporarily  not  available. 
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GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

GRAIN  CROP  CONSIDERABLY  ABOVE 
AVERAGE  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM 

Conditions  in  the  United  Kingdom  have  continued  favorable  for  grain 
development,  and  somewhat  larger  than  average  yields  are  expected.  A 
■wheat  outturn  of  about  95  million  bushels  is  forecast,  contrasting  with 
the  about -average  crop  of  62  million  bushels  in  19*1-7  •    Tk®  barley  and 
oats  crops  are  also  expected  to  be  much  above  average  and  larger  than  in 
19^7 . 

The  seasonal  scale  of  prices  to  be  paid  for  grain  marketed  by  pro- 
ducers from  August  19^8  through  June  19*1-9  was  recently  announced , 
Millable  wheat  prices  during  the  season  average  about  $2.^8  per  bushel, 
and  will  range  from  the  equivalent  of  $2,35  per  bushel  for  deliveries  in 
August/September  to  a  high  of  $2 .60  in  June  19*1-9.  .  Beginning  with  19*1-9 
the  crop  marketing  season  is  to  start  with  July,  rather  than  August,  as 
in  the  past. 

Non-millable  wheat  during  the  season  is  to  range  from  $2.08  to  $2.33 
per  bushel.    The  announcement  states  that  acreage  payments  will  be  made 
on  wheat  and  rye,  on  a  maximum  of  10  acres,  at  the  rate  of  L3  per  acre 
($12.09  in  U.S.  money  at  the  current  rate  of  exchange.) 

GENERAL  RAINS  GIVE  SOME  RELIEF 
IN  DRY  AREAS  OF  CANADA 

Some  improvement  in  Canada's  grain  crop  prospects  was  reported, 
following  the  general  rains  in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  during  the  week 
ended  July  20.    Good  rains,  in  Manitoba  maintained  the  favorable  conditions 
previously  reported  for  that  Province.    Rains  and  relatively  cool  weather 
gave  some  rolief  from  the  drought  conditions  in  parts  of  Saskatchewan,  and 
improved  the  feed  and  fodder  crop  outlook. 

Prospects  in  that  Province  were  still  favorable  in  the  eastern,  east 
central,  and  north  central  areas,  with  the  outlook  ranging  from  poor  to  fair 
elsewhere  in  that  area.    Grasshopper  damage  was  still  considered  a  hazard  and 
rye  crops  in  western  areas  were  being  cut  to  minimize  damage  from  migratory 
infestation.    Recent  rains  in  Alberta  improved  prospects  and  moisture 
conditions  were  satisfactory  except  in  east  central  districts. 

DENMARK'S  BREADGRAIN  PROSPECTS 
NEAR  AVERAGE 

Generally  favorable  bread  grain  prospects  are  reported  for  Denmark,  on 
the  basis  of  the  official  condition  figures  on  July  1.    The  outlook  for 
wheat  and  rye  is  significantly  better  than  in  19*1-7  >  with  conditions  uniform 
throughout  the  country.    These  fall-sown  crops,  favored  by  the  mild  winter 
and  early  spring,  got  a  good  start  before  dryness  developed  in  Jutland  in 
early  summer.    Based  on  the 'July  1  condition  figures  the  wheat  harvest  is 
expected  to  be  about  8.5  million  bushels  contrasted  with  the  near  failure 
last  year,  when  only  about  2  million  bushels  of  wheat  were  harvested  be- 
cause of  a  serious  drought. 

Rye  prospects,  now  placed  at  about  15 a5  million  bushels,  indicate  a 
crop  more  than  twice  as  large  a3  the  below-average  harvest  in  19*1-7 .  Rye 
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condition  on  July  1  was  reported  as  97  percent  of  normal,  compared  with 
only  67  percent  on  that  date  of  19^7  •    Emphasis  on  rye  rather  than  wheat 
is  noted,  and  it  appears  that  a  significant  shift  to  the  hardier  grain  has 
taken  place. 

Barley  condition  is  generally  favorable  and  somewhat  "better  than  a 
year  earlier.    Tentative  forecasts  of  a  harvest  of  about  6l  million 
bushels  show  little  change  from  the  19^-7  production  level,  with  smaller 
acreage  counteracting  the  "better  condition. 

The  condition  of  oats  on  July  1  was  slightly  "below  that  of  July  19^7, 
and  the  latest  forecast  of  59  million  "bushels  compares  with  60  million 
bushels  in  19^7.    The  outturn  of  mixed  grains  is  also  expected  to  "be  less 
than  in  I9U7. 

Hay  and  pasture  conditions,  with  the  exception  of  alfalfa,  were 
reported  to  "be  well  below  normal  as  a  result  of  continuing  effects  of  the 
19V7  drought  and  shortage  of  rain  in  early  summer  of  19^8  in  some  districts. 
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WORLD  PEANUT  PRODUCTION  —  ( Continued  from  Page  63) 

So  long  as  this  situation  remains,  the  export  of  peanuts  and  peanut  products 
from.  China,  formerly  reaching  all  corners  of  the  world,  will  "be  restricted. 
Under  such  circumstances,  exporters  can  expect  to  encounter  difficulties 
from  dislocation  of  markets,  high  prices,  poor  transportation,  and  Government 
controls . 

Increased  production  in  French  West  Africa  may  result  from  a  renewed 
interest  on  the  part  of  France  in  this  territory.    Plans  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  local  economy  include  the  introduction  of  mechanized  methods, 
more  adequate  financing,  improved  quality  of  all  agricultural  products,  use 
of  trained  technical  personnel,  and  an  improvement  in  transportation  facilities. 
A  mission  of  agricultural  experts  has  recently  arrived  in  Senegal  to  study 
the  possibility  of  extending  mechanized  production. 

The  vast  British  East  African  project  is  expected  to  make  considerable 
progress  this  year  despite  the  fact  that  it  is  somewhat  "behind  schedule.  It 
is  reported  that  this  crop  year,  19^-8-^9,  is  the  first  in  which  a  sizeable 
acreage  will  he  cleared  and  planted.    Recommendations  have  been  made  for  an 
even  more  extensive  peanut -growing  project  in  British  West  Africa. 

The  19^8  harvest  (March -June)  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  resulted  in 
a  crop  of  6l?650  tons,  again  almost  double  the  previous  year's  outturn. 

The  first  estimate  for  Argentina  places  the  19^8  plantings  at  315,500 
acres,  an  11  percent  decrease  from  the  19^7  comparable  estimate.  Brazil 
expects  an  output  of  110,000  tons,  which  would  be  double  the  size  of  last 
year's  crop.    According  to  the  second  estimate,  Uruguayan  peanut  production 
for  19^8  amounts  to  17,830  tons,  an  increase  of  almost  270  percent  over 
the  19^7  harvest . 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world 
agricultural  production  prepared  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations  Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this 
report,  the  Committee  was  composed  of  C.  M,  Purves,  Acting  Chairman, 
Regina  H.  Boyle,  Helen  Francis  and  Constance  Farnworth. 


